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SEATN-ON WAYZHOME
Parmer-Shot on Lonely Road
! 7" Near Hérndon, Vi.

+

| NEGRO. ‘SUSPECTED. OF CRIME

|||||

When Attacked—No Witnesses to
Crime—Victim Was Unconscious When
. Found—Supposed Murderer Thought to
Be Coming to Washington, |

L P

. Herndon, Va., July 23.—A cold-blooded
murder, perhaps the result of a long-
harbored spirit of revenge, was commlitted
near thils village shortly before noon to-
day, The vietlm was Wiillam H. Wilson,
a respected cltlzen of the communlty. a
farmer, proprietor of a sawmlill, and a
veteran .of the once famous Confederate
troop commanded by Geh. Mosby. He
was fifty-five yeare old, married, and had
an adopted daughter. He was shot down
beslda the roadway where It winds
through a lonely sStretch of woodland
while walking from the rallrond station
at Herndon to hi® home mear Sterling
village. The spot where the deed wns
done Is obout one and one-half miles
from Herndon -on the rond that leads past
the Wilson home and Dranesville.

The aged man was found at noon, slow-
ly bleeding to death [rom & wound In Lh_l':l
gvoin. e had been shot [ruin ambush, to!
nll appearances, nnd had not moved after
recelving his death wound. Although he!
war breathing when dlscovered, he was |
totully unconsclous, and was, of course,
unable to throw any llght on the myslery
surrvunding the tragedy. He dloed before
surglcenl asxistance could bo summoned. |

As hastlly us possible the authorities of
Falrfax County, In which thoe murder was
rommittad, were notified. They ook steps’
1o secure the urrest of the murderer, If
possible, und erdered an Inquest over the
Lody, whith was removed to Herndon. -

The Inquest was held at 4 o'eclock. Dr. |
C. F. Russell acting as foreman of the.
Jury, and Dr. E. L. Roby na clerk. Dr.
. 0. Dotweiler and Dr, W. @ .ﬂ[\'nr]ll.;
who had Leen called to attend the wound-
ed man, wera members of the jury, and In;
a very fow minutes a verdlct was ren=|
dered to the effect that Wliison came to|
kis death from n gunshot wound at thoe
hands of somae person or persons unknown,
The sherlff of Fulrfax County had In the
meantime notilled the sheriffs of Loudon
and Alexandrln countles, and posses were
soon organized and in armed pursuit of
“the murderer.

Craven Suspected of Crime,

Circumstantial evidence leads the au-
thoritles of tho counties moentloped (o sus-
peet o negro named Charles Craven of the
murder, Tho vidtlm was o moember of a
jury four wvears ago which convicled
Craven of a erime for which he was sent
to the panitentinry, It wag only recently
that he returned from prison to his oid
haunts at Yécsburg, Sterllnpg, and Hern-
don. It i alleged that he has sorved sov- |
eral terme in jall and no less than three
terme In State’s prison. Several days ago
i negrp, supposed to have been Craven,
‘higld up nod robbed a emall white boy
‘near Loesburg. The lad recognized his as-
| sallant and made a complaint to ths po-
i liee, Craven is supposed to have been in
hiding «in the viclnity of Herndon since
that 1ime. = |

The fugltlve wae seen within® a short
distanecs of the scene of the murder this
forenoon, when he stopped at o house and
anked for Tood. There wera no men at
the house, and the negro notad In o very
insolent manner, He was furnished with
food as he demanded, and upon leaving he
took the direction In which the shot waa
heard not Jong afterward. The latest in-
formation obtained by the authorities up
to the time darkhess fell was that Craven
was séen Folng down the turnplke in the
dircetlion of Leesburg at 4 o'clock. He was
then about gix miles from Leeshurg. A
very libernl reward was offered durlng
the afterndaon by thg¢ authorities of L.ou-
doun and Falrfax countlies for hig capture.

The Washington authorities were noti-
fied from Falrfax Court Ilouse carly last
night to be on the lookout for Craven, as
ho was supposed 1o be on his way to this
city. Pullecemen in citizens’ clothes were
posted wt all-the polnts where the fugltive
could cross the river Into the clty. Tho
ofMficers of Falrfax and AlexXandria coun-
ties also posted guards on the rpads lead-
Ingy to*Washington. -In the hope of Inter-
cépting the * murderer In his effort (o
CECcADE.”

Jobn
J 4,.11 \q9 1

"$r§|n on Way Home," The Washington Post, 29 Jul 1902, p. 2
digital image, ProQuest Historical Newspapers
(http://www.proquest.com/ : accessed 15 Oct 2005).

Haperduded v paifraiiatsn of P Gopyrahl Swdad  Fortfar nependuc s poofebeled wifond peerfuldeh



Untitled Document Page 1 of 4

) ) )

From The Mirror
July 31, 1902

(The punctuation and spelling are as they appeared in the original document.)

ASSASSIN STILL FREE

But Hundreds of Men in Pursuit
And Blood Hounds on the Trail — Sure to be Caught

ALL LOWER LOUDOUN EXCITED

Particulars of the Most Dastardly Crime
Committed in the History of Our County -
Victim a Member of Mosby’s Command.

While returning from Herndon, to his home near Sterling on Monday afternoon, Mr. William Wilson, a
prominent farmer in Broad Run district, this county, was shot from ambush and almost instantly killed by a
negro believed to be Charles Craven.

Mr. Wilson had been in Herndon on business and was supposed to have had money in his pockets, as he was
a man who usually carried considerable money on his person. It is the negro who held up, and robbed young
Steadman at Tuscarora Creek last week, the particulars of which have been stated in these columns. He was
seen in Herndon Monday morning. At about one o'clock he appeared at the residence of Mr. Frank Van Dusen,
and demanded something to eat.

Being refused he left in a rage. A few minutes later Mr. Wilson was seen to pass and a pistol shot was heard.
The sound of fire arms in that community is rare, and an investigation was made from the Van Duson
homestead, which resulted in finding Mr. Wilson mortally wounded. He was speechless and died in a few
minutes. His pockets had been rifled, which shows that the murder was committed for gain.

Thus it is seen that the circumstances point to Craven as the murderer. Immediately a posse was organized
at Herndon and started in pursuit. Soon another company started from Sterling, both of which were met at
Goose Creek by a large number of citizens from Leesburg, accompanied by Sheriff Russell. The chase was
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continued all night without success. The negro was seen several times, and three shots were fired at him by Mr.
Jno. Hutchison, who met him on the road.

Our local authorities, who are ever on the alert, telegraphed at once to State officials for blood hounds,
which arrived in Washington at about 11 o’clock Tuesday night. Special conveyances had been provided by
Mayor White and others, and the keeper of the dogs, two detectives and a number of other persons started for
the scene of the murder, arriving there at about 2 o’clock.

Owing to the rain the dogs were useless, but they were put on the trail at an early hour Wednesday morning
and the trail was followed till about four o’clock, when the rain again interfered. The murderer was chased to
within 2%2 miles of Leesburg at that time by three hundred armed men and the faithful dogs.

The river is picketed, making it impossible for him to cross over in Maryland.
Another posse will start out tonight (Wednesday) with the blood hounds and no doubt before this paper goes to
press the fiend will be caught, and if caught, will probably be lynched.

CRAVEN CAUGHT

A telephone message from Ashburn Thursday morning, states that Craven was caught at that place about 10
o‘clock.

LATEST—Craven lodged in jail here Thursday morning at 11 o’clock. Big excitement.

CRAVEN LYNCHED.

A mob of about 300 from Fairfax County arrived in Leesburg about 1 o’clock today, and began an assault on
the jail. The officers were overpowered and the jail doors battered down, and about two o’clock they left with
Craven and about a mile from town he was hanged and his body was riddled with bullets.

The Mirror
August 7, 1902

THE CORONER’S INQUEST
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Verdict Rendered - Some Prominent Men Arrested

Since the lynching of Chas. Craven on Thursday, Leesburg has been in a somewhat excited and demoralized
condition. Shortly after the crime was committed Coroner Clagett summoned a jury composed of Messrs. W. W.
Chamblin, Jno. White, Henry Sellman, Jno. Rinker, E.B. Harrison and Edward Titus, who at once began an
inquiry. After four days of hard work they returned about three o‘clock Tuesday afternoon with a verdict, which,
omitting the caption and names, reads as follows:

“The jurors, sworn to inquire when, how and by what means the said Chas. Craven came to his death, upon
their oaths do say that on July 31, 1902, Charles Craven was taken from the county jail of Loudoun county, Va.,
to a point on the Washington turnpike, one half mile east of Leesburg, Va., and hung by the neck with a rope
and the body riddled with bullets and shot, resulting in death. A large number of persons were implicated in the
lynching. From the conflicting testimony given the jury are only able to connect the following persons with the
breaking in of the jail and lynching the prisoner. (Here follows the names) We therefore find that the said
Charles Craven was willfully and feloniously killed by being shot by several persons, the names of some of those
who participated as principals and accessories before the fact being unknown to us, but amongst whom were
the aforesaid named above.”

To the great disappointment of the expectant groups which had gathered about the courthouse, the names in
the verdict were not made known and this precaution in itself was an indication that arrests were contemplated.

Upon the inquisition, in accordance with his duty, Coroner Clagett at once issued warrants, charging the men
whom the jury had implicated with the murder of Chas. Craven, and turned them over to the Sheriff. Most of
these names have been kept a secret but of necessity several of them have become known.

The Sheriff had no sooner received the warrants than he began to search for the parties and to start his
deputies after men in their respective districts. The first man to be arrested was S.H. Grimes, a butcher,
residing in the town of Leesburg. He was at once carried before Justice Harrison, who not having authority to
accept bail in such cases, committed him to jail to await further examination Wednesday morning. Upon his
appearance the next morning, Mr. Grimes, through his council, Mr. W.E. Garrett, waived further examination.
He was at once sent on to the Grand Jury. Shortly thereafter, Dr. Z.L. Weaver and Mr. John Lefever, both of
Broad Run district, appeared before Justice Harrison, and stated that, having heard warrants were out for their
arrest, they desired to surrender themselves to the authorities. Dr. Z.L. Weaver, acting under the advice of his
council, Mr. Walton Moore, waived an examination, as likewise did Mr. Lefever, who has retained Judge 1.B.
McCabe. Thereupon they were also sent on to the Grand Jury. The three men then applied to Judge R.H. Tebbs
for bail. After hearing much of the evidence, pro and con, which was produced before him by the above
attorneys and by Commonwealth’s Attorney Garrett, Judge Tebbs consented to accept bail and fixed the size of
the bonds for Dr. Z.L. Weaver, and Samuel H. Grimes at $15,000 each, and for Mr. Lefever at $20,000. All were
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able to furnish satisfactory bonds and were recognized for their appearance before the Grand Jury on Monday.

Dr. Z.L. Weaver is a popular young physician residing in Sterling. He is about twenty-eight years old, of a
pleasing personality and married.

Mr. John Lefever is a prosperous and popular young farmer, and lives near Waxpool. He has a joint interest
with his brother in about 400 acres of land. He is of a happy disposition and about thirty years old, and has host
of friends in Broad Run District. He is a brother in-law of Rev. Mr. Popkins, a prominent Baptist minister.

Much interest was manifested in the examination and the Court House was crowded from beginning to close.
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IO HANES CRAVEN

\Bteel Doors of Leesburg Jail
J Are Battered Down.

LYNCHED IN GRAVEYARD

o w

Work of Yengeanoce Imlerrupis an
Emancipation Celebratien.

Frotestlog His [asecencs of the Merder of
TWiibem 11, Wikson, (he Xegro Is Haneid
1o s Tres and & Yoller of Shots Flred
Inta Il Rady —Sheril. MNayer, sod
Clefgy s Appeal o Talg lﬂ'lhl-'llh.
&f Losdsns Conniy—=Inguest o Hs !

¥
N |
Eescial bs Tha Waallapies Posl =
Leestrarg. o, July I—"T'm lhnocenb
1 dida™t K & white man named Wilses ™

These words of Charles Craven, ibe al-
leged murderer of Willlam 3. TWikon, {dd

ool save him from death i afier-
poon &l 1ha hands of a2 mob Dedr LeEs-
burg. As woon as Lhé Eegro utiered Lbe
name= of Wiisan a score of youpg Felriax
Cpuniy farme-w jerked tha irembBling
wielch Into elerndiy, Mali a bhumsired riSg
balls pieteed the bady as 1he rope 1ight-
pined, afnd alredfsd OF Blead fowed [Com
Lhe wounds in the megro’s body and trick-
l#d 1o the gproand from his Illl_pt Tk,

The scafold was s scrubby salk ires in
tha corner of a enlared buorying pround
half & mile from Loesburg. oo Lhe Geof@e-
iown plke. The rupe which strapgled ibe
man wag lhrewn over 4 lmb lesa than
ten feel from (he ground, amd when ke
eaecuiloners had sprang ibeir improvised
trap they gave the ropa a hlich about tha
iree, dereried Their vicilm, apd jodned 1he
crowds which rushed back Intg Leesburg
k3 po0om as Lhey cauzhi a glimpss of Lha
vietlm,

01 Wirghpty maver Uired
U salle’ esrmraies mnd Bulldin’' blesly Sres

fo shouled a memher of (he man as Lhe
e ood of the young negre sportsd in
answer e (he rifle shots, Butl the ory
was nol repeafed. 1t ®as pol A popualar
ane wilh (he crowd, and ihe mob refused
ta bullkd & Are bEneath the desd nDegre,
The hanging was nol & hasty ose,  Al-
though cool-headed cliizens urged that
ihe nepro be left for ihe law o deal wilh,
few wentured the opinlon that Craveo
wos innecent.

Clergyman's Appeal Unbeeded,

Hifen, remember you are wiping out
every law of Lovdoun Counly when you
do this deed,”™ the Hev., K S Hings rec-
tor of Bl James' Dplecopal Chuith, #x-
glalmed as the mob foreed Fherlfl Hussell
and his depuries away n"'ﬂ'l‘ 1he dnlrance
io the jall and began (o iry the sirenglh
af the lren doors of the ¢#ll rooms with
eledges hammere Sherilf Russell and Jall=
gr Layeeck prelussd Lo turn the kevs over
io the mas and urped that Fairfax Coun-
1y, where the murder mag commilled, s
ailowed Lo care lor the prizsoncy, Bul are
pumenir wera of Ba avail with ths O
rarnesl men who wera eeollng revenge
for the crucl murder of Wililam H. “'il—
pon near Herpndon (sl danday,

rhere's not & Jury in the United States
(Bar woukl mnol convicl the man”™" tha
clergyman prolesied as the men cul thelr
wiy through the steel which srssd bae-
iwean Craven and death. “"Why laks Lhe
law in your own hands when I Is certaln
that ihe man will b ponished ™ Buot ahs
plaadings of the minisler were ussless
Apuin and again the mob dermanded the
kays of the c#ll resm and the cagw In
which Craven wis locked wiith & nomber
of other colored prissners. The jaller and
his wife were firm. The batlering contn-
el and Anally vhe heavy stesl door whiedy
separaiea the priscoers [rosm (he  pPec-
dance poritlon of the Jall gave war.

A ihoul wehl Bp dafd doores of exciied
men forced thelr way throogh anotber
rem doosr lnto the corThdors surreanding
ihe wesl cages. Half & dosss pegro
WTM::'IHHII for minor of-

meTTY.
“Den’'t &M me! Please, sah, doa’s Jet
ikem kill meT™ one of the begred.
s B iDirew wp Lls Beands skd protesisd
ihat ba was ol ibe man wasted for mur-
der. (Fhery [all oo their kesss and bagun
I pray. =
Fer a Ume ibw Irnchers wers woalls
e locals Crapven. MHe concedled kimsall
in & diafk pard of one of ithe cages and iz
Pursgers wers unable (o distingoish him
Finally guns wers Lhroel throush ha
bare of fhe cages and 1he &3cited men
demanded that the pridconss be (urosd
over o them or ithey woeuld shoot a1
the men In Lhe cape -

Weman Defied the Mob,

“He's lecked In & back cige ln anoiber
corridnr,™ o neamber of Uhe mob showted,
and & score of The sxcited man roshed Eg
the riecl door leading lste another sar-
ridor and seught Lo batier It down. Thas
ksyd wers demanded of Mre. Laveock.
who forbads the riciers to  snter B4
aparimenis and desird them the keym

“He's besn taken oal the bmck way ™
anather man erled. TRis shasl mads the
crowd goly mora furfous. The cosl-head-
ed memibers of Lhe pafly pald no aipens
tlon te the ery, (of hundreds af farmers,
lr-.;:” t# ihe fasth, had sarrounded
«Lhe Tar iwa hours, snd were u 1
the tikn on ithe Indlds ta deliver E;‘:ﬁl
over to them. Estapes would bave been
lmpoassible, Sherl® Russell bad planned
o take the prisoner to the Potomae and

L Adrliver him over to the authoritles inm |
Washlngton for safe-kssplog. bat BEus-
dreds af pielsis abaut the jail mads 0
Impossibls Lo carry out this plan

Craven soch saw that It would e Im-
porgidle for him Lo escape the wrath of
the mcbh, and stepped oul Inta the mids
iddm of 1the cage In which he was confined
Hes was instanily recogmlized by & score
of men. who wers pesring threugh the
bars, The negre announced thal he knew
I was useless for dlm e ry (o0 hide,
;uimnrl llt!g 'I::h.lJ:I he was innecent af

L1 T L8 TOm
& Barrier . m?thi u'f!n‘-’-’i'.“f-'ﬁ Eltll:

rey. lhi;- hammers snd crﬂlr_:qr- WErE
-r5:$ he heary locks, but they yleld-

Riong of the Sledges Heard Ountside,
The ringtng of the sledgps hammsrs up-
on Lthe siesl locks eculd be bheard plainly

CONTINUED 0N EECOND FAGE
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0B HANGS CRRVEN

COXTINDED FROM FIRET FACE

by the hundreds of people who had gath-
sred pboul the jall, and shours gresied
ihie peund. The cell room cabfitcl D el
through the culsids windows of the jail
and only the men whoe could orowd lnta
the coerrigors were able o witoe:ss the
work of 1he wislders of the ¥edpes Men
who slosd in the front door of the jalb
within view of Ihe workmen ansouncsed
ihelr progress 1o ithe Supdreds whe were
walting outside.

AL Im#T the Treal siee]l locks yielded
gnder ihe comtinusd blows, and forly
misutss aflsr suirance lato the jall wis
palned the lynchery latd thelr BAnds wpow
Craves. Hefore ths man wis led from
t2e §al] CRaries Harreon, a promirent
young atisrmey of Lessburg clmbed U3
& consplcusus_place o the porck at tha
frent of ithe Jall asd shouled:

ifem. it's only felr to Lasdown Coun-
iF that yoo take lhis man inla F:Ir!::
County to suffer the peanity of his erime

Ehouts of spproval preslsd this an-
nognetment Mot of ibe farmers in 1he
crowd weps Falriax Coumly men, wWha
. had Epewn &sd respecied TWilliam 1L
| Wilssn, the Confederste velsran) whoss
demth Craven was charged with, Agaln

and again tha lae-abliding citizens af
lLowdeun County who wers o the crowd
urgsd that there be po vielénce done IR
ihis eownty. The sledfc hammers wWere
in the hands of young Famrfax. Counir
mer. They took no pains 1o concedl thelr
residemen, and wera gnthusiastis tn ju-
dorsieg (he suggestion that the negfo be
inken to the spot near Herndon where
he was suppsssd o bave fAred tha ahot

County's most eilimables citligns
Watched by Awe-strickes Negroes.

“Here ha E'IIIH.II'.‘I!“‘H'IN mobh shoaled, &%
the negro was push oul of the Jall by
nelf a dozen young [ormers. The whitcs
surged mbout the vietim and enveloped
kim In & wave of excited humanicy, which
followed the Georgeivwn plka past Tl
sdilarn boundary of Lesabugg. Women
and children sat in windows which owver-
lostked the |'hl.l| and waiched tha infurlaned
mob as b careied lis vielim cway. Fright-
ened negroes #tood a safe distance frorm
the prison and leowed on with ill=-gon-
cealed mlarm, ‘The smancipation day eel-
ebhratlon, which wos being held in the fair
groubnds, nLiad lost ity attractichs for the
colered people. Thay Sesered the exer-
clees and came 1o town to walch one of
thelr roce mect hie fate, Colored men
and women stood in groups and discussed
the mob's actlon in whispers. They voloed
no protest. It would have besn useleds,

““This 13 an emancipation day hangingl™
members of the mob shouted as the RegTY
was bed to his death.

A ropa was thrown about Craven's neck
ax soon as be was taken from the Jall
Dernands wera made that he be sIrung up
on ooe of the electrle IZht poies which
lirne Lhs pike near tha prison. bal the
citizsens of Leexburg wers insisient and
urged that non-residents should spare the
reputalles of the Lown.

In to Falrfax!" was the ¢cry thati was
tnken up By Louwlpunr County men. The
crowd walked [he neFTe Fapldly more
than half & mile. Shouts and Jesrs FTEet=
ed Craven's pleadings for mercy. Ile was
protecied from [he blows of men who
winiil]l have assaulted him, however, And
cool-headed lesders managed o keep
members of tThe meb [From Arazging the
man ard shooting him, as was suggesied.

which ended tha life of one of Falrfax Pesnt,” the negro besseched as he clung o

Work of Dealh Dese {5 as Homr,

Ths walk from the Jall Lo thé leaely pot-
ter s Oekd, with its simple rows of head-
bonrds, rejuirsl abkout twenly mingted
AL a guarier past 1 a'clock the mob &i-
tacked the jafl. Foriy minuies latsr it e
its prieoner forth from the stesl eage, and
&l T:1& it swung him o death, Tn jost oo
heour the man paid the pesally of & crima
which étfrtamitantia]l sgvideoss {1-]
B, ;

~They can cut him down and bury him
right beneath that tree” & member of the
mab remarksd s the marro’s lifelems body
swurg Lo amd fro above the namelets
graves. “Ii's where ke would have gons
anyway, and he's not At to Hve any long-
ar. The world's Betler off withoot him ™

Tha sentlmentis of Lthe man wWha wil-
neassd ihae Iynching were similar e &R
exparaslon Craven s mather made Wednes.
day morning whem seen at her home
abowt Lhres @Hesd a5t of whers her son
met death.

“He's bheen In trouble mince he was &
lttle bor,” the gray-hairel old negro
woman remarked. “Every Ume I bear
from him he's In jall for something. 11
te glad when be'a eut of the way, for he's
pevah caused me 'l.n.rl:h[n.‘l bt Lroubls.

Shecl Russel]l and his deputies did not
foflow (he-maob which bore Craven Away.
An scon a8 the Iynching wAs over npews
of the man's death was carried 19 the
sheriff. and bs notifed Coroner H. O
Clagett, whoe summoned o fury to in-
veatigate Croven'a death. The followlng
wears named as Jurars: TW. . Chamblin,
Joebhn G, Whlte, 5. . ¥Marrlson, John A
Tinker, . C. Sellmen, and E. F. Tilus.
Afier theso men had viewed the body of
Craven the coronar ordered that it be
eyl dovwn, and instrasied an wnderlaker
10 provide & coffin and prepare the body
for burial a few fest from whera he was
hangel The coroner tried to employ
pegrecs ta dlg the grave. ol was unable
o find & colored man who was willing te
do tha work.

Inguest to He Meld To-day.

The coroner nallfled tha furors (hal &%
Ingquest will be beld to-morrew moming &t
10 aelaek to Investipats the man's death.

I!dthnuth ithe men who forced entrance

fe ithe Jall wers unmasked, bul few of
thé#m wera recognized by the peopla of
Lesiburg. The men who wers aciive in
eadine the mob are sald to kave bemn
chisfly resldents of Falrfax Counly, whi
have been pairolilog the Georgelown and
Lessbure pike sver sinck (heé murder of
Wilsksqn, The men who led th mab lo s
nilack upon the jafl was & brawny young
farmer who wore a bioe shirl, a large
Bl lined on (ke ysderside of ithe brim
with callco. and & palr of brown overalis,
Hizs bios shiri could be seen odaillodally
at the head of ithe atiacking crowd IL
way he =ho ceemed o lead his fallowsrs
ihreush sieel doar siter sissl deor, and
he was one of the Iea whe Brought
Craven from (he cell

Al the rpeciztors noled the Ieadership
of (he youong farmer and referred to him
ag “the moan In the biuos ghirt™ Rew, K,
. Ferruson. pastor of tTha Leesburg
Ala hedist Church, wha Wil EFmerp Lha
ciizene who dld ajl In thedr power 1o
nv#ry tha hangiog, 2313 of tha Foang
leader: - -

“Thaif man would lsad zny a&rsy io
success. Nearly all Lhe otker men in tha
crowd wera exciled That Fman Waid WhH-
moved. IHe was the sirengih of the mob
and others could not balp following him.
Whksn hizs astosiales waversd 1m (he faca
of opposition from oicers and lav-abid-
ing citleens, thay man INEpired ghem wikth
courLpe”

The world will probably oever “koow
wha “The man wiih the blus shirt™ was,
He disappehred immedlaiely after the
Iynehing, The party which desli so harsh.

— P N o ;
Iy with -Craven nut;irgq.,'tﬂ all ‘direq=-
tlony as socm as the bady was riddled
with bullets It I8 yumored that & grand
Jury will be called st Lotsburg (o & T8W
days to Investigais The affalr, :

Capture of the Fugitive,

Only the coolpess mnd nerve of hall a
depen men kepl Craven from being hanged
shernly after he was ocaplured mnear
Ashbyrn this merning ai W e'clock.
A party conslstiag of FBraes Norman,
Jehn Higglos, Jenks Bryeapni, Maorles Mle-
HNeely, and Ellsworth Simpion trecked
Craven 1o m stra® staek aboot two miies
froe Adhburn. Noerman Jocaled 1he
FEegio In the sinck, covered him wiih his
rifle, and compelied Rim 0 ssrrendsr.
Craven  was [aKen &1 oRce (o Ashburn
An excited crowd of more (hap 19
fermers gathered At the siatlon thers
aid demanded (hat ths prisonsr bs given
Lo héen. Temple Ellmore. € Wiile man
more thasd sevenly years old, and Androw
Norman, & farmer well pasl thy half cen-
Lury mark, srdered the crowd Bachk, sl
manaped Lo keep 1t [n chack unill & traln
htaded for Lessbarg arflved. Craven was
bBurried Iats Lthe wrkln and qjhe comduoetar
palled away from ihe siatien before 1he
disgruntled crowd could et possesslon of
the negre.

Hews of 1he capture of Craven was Lele-
graphed (o Leesbure, and 59 sxcited men
risd o lake the mam sway [rom Sherld
Aussel]l end his depotles s soom s ihe
traln arrived thare. Col B ¥. Whiis
and & numbgr of olher clilzens of Less
barg essisted 1he officers In Aghiing back
the eicdled crowd and managed to el
Cravea into & carryall. The threatening
mab  follawed thd prisonsr o the Jall
Craven was tarrified by the thréats of
the armed men and begged (ke abherlf
ta protect Rim,

“You won't let theam kill mel Doni jei
therm LIN me, Mr. Hussell: | am |ane-

ihe arm of the shetl in fear. When the
man Wil taken Into tha fafl the mob
again tried to get the prisencre, but Lhe
aheriff And & mumber of Infuential Loes-
barg cltizens managed Lo hald the crowd
Bl ay whila Craven was locked In u oall,

Mayor Orders Saleens Clased,

“{floss avery Darroom (n Leeaburg:
whisky shan't hang ansybody hers Lo
day,” waa \ho peremplary order given by
Maveor B. V. VWhite when ha saw the
demonairation provoked Ly Lha arrival of
Craven. His ordor was striotly enforced,
end Mayoer White wis among the meny
who stoed by Sherif Russell and Jallay
Layeock Im thelr effort to Waep tha mob
gul of the fall,

Bherll Mossell called on the govermor
for, help., and vecelved w reply ithat the
Adexamdria Light Infantry weuld ba sent
to quell the mob, Befora the spacial train
on which the militlamen were o come
was mada up, Craven wias taken from his
call, and the sherif wired Lha Alsxandria
&dldlers that ibheir servicea W not ba
necd g,

When the news of the negro's capiurs
ppread  among the posscs which were
EeourMnE the counley aleng ths learge-
town pike easl of Loesburg, soares of
borsemen began to pour Inte lown and
swelled the crowd thal surroended i(he
Jull. Mest of the men wore working
clothes and wers armed wilh muikeis
mnd shodiguns, Rosty pletols prolruded
from the Lelis of most of the farmers
Leesburg had not seen such & defaosalra-
tlen Blnce the war.

Toungy men predominated among the
armed haffemen. The badgs of Maaby's
et ®ho held a reunion in Leesburg
Wednsscay, futtersd frem the hickary
shlres of some of the men and Indbeaied
thit there were velerans (n the pariy
why wgre ROt SiFARZers Lo warfard. Cra-
Yenm was placed In jJall st Il o'cleck,. Msll
an bour Bter the sliuation wan Uhreairn-
ing. Tha Gesrgetown pike was psuring
determired men (nte Lecibulg &l an
alarming rats,

Clish of the Races Threatened,

Esartly befers moon (he sossscipailen
day perado pamsed (he Jall. Ths Sugars
lard Colored Dand headed tha procession
and played “America™ as the negro pa-
rade wormad Its woy through the malier-
ing crowd, which was (akieg o sirengih
fThai wes S0 000N o Witak woREeanoe
oR B Fean Whidd rece was calebrallag Lis
[reedom. Taunls and jeers greeled Lhe
colored marahals, wha wara iy asahaes
end he#aded the procesalon. Beme of the
arffmed horsermmen gol Into an altercellon
wilh soma negrosa whae iried ta force
thelr way throagh the crowd, and palice
officers were called 1o prevent irouble.

Although Craven ©ould nal see tha
crowds from his cell, he heard tham and
knew iha fmie Lhal was theealanlng Nbm.
Then aden In his cell helfl an hasor belore
Ihe attack was mads o tha jall, Cravan
declared thal ke was ianccent and malm-
taingd thag he had paver seen Willlam J.
Wilsan, tha man ha 18 aalld (6 have Killed.

=1 didn't burn Menry Smith's barn, Buat
I was s=nit L0 the panitentlary for 6" Lhe
rean said, “As soon as I got back they
sald 1 #ala 33 from the lills Sleadman
boy. I dida't stea] the maney from him,

i

I shot crupe with him and won 18, I h¢ard
that the aMerrs ware irying (o gel me for,
stealing and wasa hlding from them. Then
I heard that they said that I kiiled Wil-|
eon. If 1 could heve got in 0o giva my=|
self dp te the sheriff, I weald hava dome
iL" !

His Whereabouts on tha Fatal Day.

Craven gave ready Answers Lo gques-
lans soncernlng his whereabouls on Sil-
urday and Sunday of last week and on
Tuesdoy and Wednesday of this week, bul
he hesitaied when asked whera he Was on
Monday, the day Lhei Willlam I, Wilson
was murdered near Herndon, Finally ha
sajd that he guessed he was Al Bycaline, &
colored sarilement meveral WlleE o
Leosburg, In the sfternoon, and wes ol
his mormers house Jduring (he morning,
Tha man's molher siated repestedly yVios-
terday morning, and her JdJaughtera oors
foboraled the reporl, Thal Craven did nsl
come to her houste laté In (he allermoon
Monday, Has was posltively Meatifed by
savera]l mean who saw him in Lhe Wiclally
of the murder shortly afier moon hlon-
day. He sald el bs had bean higding inf
rhe woods near Abhburn and Biarling ever
gince last Eaturdsy, with ths excepllon
of the time ke woas in Eycalind Craven
wors osaly & dlesveless peurs undsrablrg
End & pilr of yellow ovarills when peen In
hls eoil. He sald be bad Jésl ind dls-
carded all Rila oiher clethes, " Whea his
guesticaers lelt the call Ba Adked ARx-
fously what would be done with bhim arsl
declared that ke Bada't the feos of & mwr:
derer azd should not be suspecied of kill-
ing Mr. Wilsog, !
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LEADERS [N LYNGHING

Witnesses Testify Against
Bradley and Lowenback. .

WEGROQES PLACED UPON STAND

I;eeshtsrg En!ﬁuﬁké&pﬂ Identified as Act-
ive in the *ob That Killed Craven—
.Bradley Is Held Under Arrest at Jail
"and Anofher Alleged Participant Taken
Intg Custody at Frederick, Md.~

-

Epecial to The Wazhinglon Poat.

= Leesburg, Va., Aug. 2.—Twenly witness-
es wera examined to-day before the cogs
oner's jury In the Craven lynching case
About half of the witnesses were negroes,
but they !mplicated no men as actively
engaged In the affelr, save those who
had previously been identifled by white
wiine=ses. More testimony was given to-
day connecting Scott Bradley with. the
lynching as one of the leaders. He wask
to-day identifled as the man who had
hold nof . the rope when Craven was
brought out of juil. ;

Charles Lowenback, a Leeshurg saloon-
Keeder, ‘was Identified by half a dozen
witnesses o5 aclive In tha Iyneching, hav-
ing hold of the prisoner when he was
taken from the jail, and one of the first
to shoot him after he waus strung up.
Allen Darnes was also recognized by a
witness as ono of the men who fired at
the negro,

J. H. Leslle, a voung burlness man of
Lesesbhburs, thought he recogmdzed Nipple
as tha man who climbed the tree, but was
pa=itive that he was not the man who
fired tho first shot. Nipple wns also lden-
tifed by a number of other wllnesses ny
one of the men who halped bring the pris-
onér out of jail

Tried to Prevent Lynching.

At the beginning of the morning scasion
County Treasurer ', H. Vanderverter was
called to the stand. He ldenufied Brad-
ley, Lowenback, and Willlams as oactive
leaders of the mob, ITe sald he Jdid all he
could to prevent thoe Iynehing, and
thought it might have been prevented had
not news arrived that the militia had
been ordered out.

Cecll Connor, a lawyer, refused to tes-
tify when first called to the siand, but pro-
ceeded to give his testimony when threat-
ened with contempt of court. He said that
with three exceptions the people of Lees.
burg tried to prevent the lvnching. These
were, he said, Samuel Grimes, Thomnas
Fisher, and Scott Miskell. John Lefevre,
Marvin Wilsan, a nephew of the mur-
dered man;: Bradleyv, Lowenback, Sumner,
Dr. Weaver, Moses Wrenn, Nixon Bhry-
ock, and Tyler Aoffatt were also men-
tioned by the witness as present,

Five witnesses followed, but they said
that they had not recognized any one In
the mob. The neern witnesses testified
that they identified Dradley, lLowenback,
and Darnes as the princlpal members of
the Iynching party.,

Scolt Bradley and a man named Thom-
ar Paxson, who were put In jail on the
night of the lynehing for belng drunk and
disorderly on the street, were given a
hearing on that charge last evening, but
#l the request of Commonwenlth's At-
torney E,. E. Garrett were delained ten
days in jail te awalt the meeting of tho
grand jury, on Mondny, August 11,

Nipple Pleads Innocence,

Frederick, dd., Aug. Z—Harry Nipple,
of this «ity, was oarrested here to-day
upon information furnished by Sherifr
Russcll, of Loudoun County, charged with
baving braken into the, jall ot Leesburg
and with having been an acecessory to the
murder of the negro Craven, who was
Iynehed a few days ngo. Nipple was tak-
en before Justice John Wood, who sent
him te jail to awalt a hearing on Thurs-
day, when the Virbginia authorities ecan
present their case agalnst the acused.

It iz alleged that Nipple was a leader
of the mob and was one of the men who
Lattered down the jall doors with n sledge

hammer. Nlpple admits having been In
Loudoun County when Craven was 1vnche
ed, but denies all Knowledge of the lynch-

ing. 1lie has employed counsel 1o defend
him.
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GRAVEN GASE ARRESTS

Twenty Thousand Dollars
Bail Was Required.

NAMES OF THE MEN INDICTED

%

John Lefevre and Dr. Z. L. Weaver Sur-
render Themselves and Waive Prelim- |
inary Examination—Bradley and FPax- |
son Still im Jail—Officers Leave to
Bring Knipple Back to Leesburg.

Fnt-?LI to The Washingion Post.

Jaesburgz, Va., Aug. 6.—Twenty thou-
wand dollars is the amount of ball fixed
by the court In the case of John Lefevre,
vharged with the murder of the negro
(‘raven. T'wo other men are under ball
1aor $15.000 each upon a simllar charge.
'wo maore arrests were made to-day and
warrants are Jn the hamds of officers to
e served upon the other men indicted by
the grand jury and not yet arrested.

Dr. 7. L. Weaver, of Sterling, came to
town this morning and surrendered him-
weIf to the authorities, Accompanied by
his counsel, R. Walton Moore, of FFairfax,
he appeared before Justicee €. F. Harri-
#on and walyed a preliminary examina-
tinri. He wasm then promptly taken before
Judge 1:. H., Tebbs upon application for
hall.

|
1
1
L
]
4

Names of the Accused.

At this point for the first time the names
nf the ten men reported were read in
npen court, logether with the complete
verdler of the eoroner's jury, by Com-
monwealth's Atinrney E. E. Garrett.
They Included Scott Bradley and Ernest
IFfaxs#on, who have been in jaill for some
duys: Dr. Weaver, Charles Knipple, who
hua beren arrested in Frederick, '."H:L:l
“umuol Grimes, arrested here yesterday;
John lefevre, Marvin Wilson, George
Willtams, and another man of the name
af Willinms, whose first name Wwas un-
known to the jury. On the witness stand
r. Wenver denied that he instigated or
in any way assisted in the lynching. He
admitted pushing Rev. E. 5. Hinks out
af the door, but stated that he had apolo-
sized to the minister for it alterward.

Court adjourned until 2 o'clock, and in
the mean time John Lefevre came in and
surrendered to the officers. He and Sam-
vel Grimes were then gziven a similar
hearing upon the questivn df ball. and
upon consideration, Judge Tebbs decided
10 admit all thrce of the applicants 1o
ball. That of Dr. Weaver and Grimes
wis fixed at 51500 each, and that of
Lefevre, whom one of the witnesses at
the coroner's Inquest said seemed 10 be
the chief marshal of the affair, was fixed
at $£20,000, All three gave the bail required
and were set at liberty. Nothing that 'has
occurred since the Ivnching has seemed
10 impress  the citizens more with the

seriousness of the affair than the amount
of the bail required of the accused parties.

No Application for Bail

Bradlay and Paxson are still in jalil,
having made no application for bail.
Sheriff I1. . Russell went to Frederlek,
Md., to-day for the purpose of bringing
Charles Isnipple to Leesburg. He was
arrested at the request of Sheriff Russell,
and Gov, Smith. of Maryland, has since
honored a requisition of Gov. Montagua
1or him to be brought to Leesburg., The
nther men have not vet boen arrested, but
It I= thought thut severil others will come
in lo-morrow.

It I8 rumored that one of the men in-
dicted has threatened, if the case against
him Is pressed. 10 zive out the names of
muny prominent citizens of Leesburg

;.vhu. he alleges, participated in the lynch-
ng.
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SFHREE MEH_ INDICTED!

Grand Jury’s Finding in the
- Craven lLiynching Case.

-

—_

F

L
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ONE VOTE RELEASED OTHERS

Iowenback, Xnipple, and Bradley Must
, Stand Trial for Their Alleged Complic-
ity in the Lynchking—Ballot 6 to 4 1in
Case of the Other Five Men—The Jury

Was Three Days at Its Work.
~

Special_to The Washlagton Post.

Teesburg, Va.,, Aug. 13.—Th™ grand jury
of Loudoun have at last :-iurned their
finding in the Craven lync.al:g case, in-
aicting three men. ¥iling (rom the jury
roem about 2 o'clock, a4ii-r continuous
session during a period of tlirve days, Lhe
ien jurors looked worn an:i «xhausted by
their labors. When it wa= announced
that the investization was .« -r and the
work of this body complei-d, crowds
cager to heur the aesult of = Inany days’
deliberation quickly f{filled uw.n the court-
Toom.

After the usual prelimina:y steps nad
. ‘been taken, the court was iniormed by the

1 " foreman, Mr. Robert Walker. that i ver-
dict had been reached, and that true bills
had been found a<zinst thoee only of the
eirht men against whom indictments had
sheen preferred. These were Chuaries Iuove -
enback, Harry Knipple, and Scott Braul-

. ley. 1t was suid that from the evidenc: !
before the grand jury these threc nmen

; were found more deeply immlicated thin !
any others charged with complicity in the |
lynehing. ;

Lacked but One Vote. |

; ~George Williams, Marvin Wilson, John
: Tefevre, Eli Paxson., and Samu«l Grimes
'511.:131'-:: discharged, no mlictinent belng
found against them. As to these latur,
the vole of the jurors was said 1o be six
EI'DI' conviction and four for reclease. Un-
‘. der the law, seven votes are required for
"convicticn.
The action of the grand jury is various-
-1y commenied on. Judge Ebls, in dis-
1{:hurginﬂ' the jury, said that he had ut-

.tempted to perform his duly, und had NnJ
;::lrltimsm 10 make of the grand jury’'s uac-
~tion.

B ——— ———— P R
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‘Scott 'Brédley' Equﬁrateﬂ by z;-L'ee‘s"burg
Jury After Short Deliberation.

Special to The Washington Pnst.

LeEEburg_ Va., Sept. 15.—It took, the JuI'Y
just nine. minutes to return .a verdzct of
 not "'mlty in. the case of. Scntt-Brac‘iley,
~*vh0 has 'beern:on trial here since Friday
‘-mr complicity in.the Iynching of C‘harles
x._.raven, colored, ‘on July 31. The verdict
is generally approved by the pumzc By
agreement of counsel, the case was sub-
mitted without argument at 3:30 yesterday
afternoon. The examination of witnesses |
for the prosecution was concluded Sat-
urday evening at tle hour of adjourn-
-ment. "The evidence of the prosecution
was negative in character and indirect.
The morning. session yesterday was occu-
pied with a searching examination and
cross-examination of witnesses for the
defense. Notwithstanding the testimony
introduced by the State on Saturday, the
counsel for the defense effectively weak-
cned the case of the prosecution.

Several witnesses ' -testified -that they
saw others besides Bradley wearing Con-
fedsrate badges,. that -Bradley did nof
have . hold of the rope, that Craven was
led from the ‘jail by others, and that
Bradley walked down the turnnike and |
was not-near Craven at any time. One
witness positively stated that he was in

2 Dbuggy with the crowd having Craven
| 111 custody, that he passed Bradley on the
‘way, and arrived at the scene of the
hanging after the shooting and -before
Bradley got there. A witness also testi-

fied that Bradley was not near the tree |
on which Craven was hanged. Similar
evidence was adduced by the twenty wit-
resses examined by the defense, which
concluded its case and rested at 1 o’clock.
At 3:30 the case was given to the jury,
with the above lesult'

- e iy,
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