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In July 2006, while on a genealogy research trip to New Jersey, Ann found a reference to the 
account book of John Mehelm’s and Sydney Berry’s store in Hunterdon County1.  An entry for 
George Eytcher on 1 Aug 1772 appeared In that account book.  There was no further information 
but this did suggest that Hunterdon County would be a useful place to search.

In a journal article by Henry Race2 in 1897, the following transcription appeared:

Birth: Oct 10 1772
Baptism: 23 May 1773
Child: Johannes
Father: Joh. Peter Oettgen
Mother: Anna Maria
Witnesses: John Becher, Elis Becher

This came from the baptism register of the German Reformed Church of Alexandria in Hunterdon 
County and appears to fit with Peter Oatyar’s family.  The baptism register was also filmed 25 
Aug 1965 by the Genealogical Society of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania and contained the following handwritten entry:3

May 23 [1773] (baptism date) Johannes s. John Peter & Anna Maria Oettgen Oct 10 1772 
(birth date)

This microfilmed record does not show witnesses and has different spellings than the Race 
record; somehow Henry Race had access to either a different baptism record or he took some 
liberties with his transcription.  Both records show the surname as Oettgen.

A significant effort was put into locating the original records by Karen Higgins (West Chester, PA; 
karen803@comcast.net), a researcher and member of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists.  She examined the following repositories during August, 2008:

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
Searched catalogs and older card catalog and found no records

Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia
Searched the society’s databases and on-line catalogs and found no records

Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society, Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Archivist searched their catalog and found no records

Lutheran Archives Center, Philadelphia
Archivist referred her to ERHS

Hunterdon County Historical Society, Flemington, New Jersey
Talked with archivist and they do not have records

State Library of New Jersey, Trenton
Talked with archivist and they do not have records; suggested contacting State Archives

New Jersey State Archives, Trenton
Talked with archivist – do not have records; suggested checking Rutgers Special 
Collections and the German Reformed Archives

Special Collections and University Archives, Rutgers, New Brunswick, New Jersey
Talked with archivist; no records

German Reformed Archives, Rutgers (Reformed Church of America)
No records – the Alexandria church was not likely part of the RCA heritage but part of the 
German Reformed Church
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The journal article by Race listed the names of the ministers active in the Alexandria church at the 
end of the 18th Century and these names were searched in the ERHS to see if they left records –
none were found.

A useful piece of information on German naming practices from an Internet article by Charles F 
Kerchner Jr:4

“At baptism, if two given names were given to the child, the first given name was a 
spiritual, saint's name. The second given name was the secular or call name, i.e., 
"rufnamen", which is the name the person was known by, both within the family and to 
the rest of the world. This custom was originally adopted in Germanic and other regions 
in Europe from Roman Catholic tradition and continued by the Protestants in their 
baptismal naming customs. The immigrants from these areas brought the custom with 
them to Pennsylvania. The spiritual name, usually to honor a favorite saint, was used 
repeatedly and was usually given to all the children of that family of the same gender. 
Thus the boys would be Johan Adam Kerchner, Johan George Kerchner, etc., or Philip 
Peter Kerchner, Philip Jacob Kerchner, etc. Girls would be named Anna Barbara 
Kerchner, Anna Margaret Kerchner, etc., or Maria Elizabeth Kerchner, Maria Catherine 
Kerchner, etc. But after baptism, these people would not be known as John, Philip, Anna, 
or Maria, respectively. They would instead be known by what we would think of now as 
their middle name, which was their secular name.”

So, we have Joh. Peter Oettgen who would be known as Peter Oettgen and Anna Maria Oettgen 
who would be known as Maria [anglicized to Mary] Oettgen.  The witnesses, John and Elis 
Becher (according to Race), could be Anna Maria’s parents or her brother and sister-in-law.  This 
agrees with the Loudoun County record5 of Mary Baker being the wife of Peter Oatyar.  [Note: the 
given name Elis in German is a short form anglicized to Elisabeth].

It’s unfortunate that the original records can’t be located to confirm the spelling and other details 
but what we have seems to be enough for now to confirm that Peter Oatyar was in Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey in the 1770s and appeared in the records as Joh. Peter Oettgen, and that he 
was married to Anna Marie Becher.  His son, John, was born 10 Oct 1773, probably in Hunterdon 
County.  It’s possible that Peter was, in fact, born in New Jersey as his obituary claimed.  More 
research on the German migrations to Hunterdon County is needed.

To support the birth date of John Oatyar, it’s necessary to examine my research on the Atcher 
family of Loudoun County, which has a section on Peter Oatyar and his son John – reproduced 
below.  This material established that John was born between Jul 1772 and Jul 1773 in 
Pennsylvania (if the census record of his son in 1880 is correct), which agrees with the baptism 
dates.
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1.  Peter Oatyer and Son John Oatyer

Item Date Event (comments in italics)

1.1 -- Peter’s will6 and earlier research into his family shows 
the following children and birth dates:
John Oatyer Jul 1772 – Jul 17737,8,9

Susannah/Ann Oatyer 1774-7510

Elizabeth Etcher Jan 177911

Sophia Etcher 1781-178212

Catherine Etcher 6 Apr 178113

Mary Etcher Jan 178814

John and his wife were born in Pennsylvania according 
to his son’s census entry in 1880.15 There is no other 
supporting evidence for this birth location but it may 
indicate a migration path for Peter and family from 
New Jersey to Pennsylvania to Virginia.

Peter’s will mentions a large number of people, 38, in 
various capacities.  He lists all his children and their 
spouses.  His estate settlement documents are lengthy 
and were not complete until 1858 – in none of them are 
mentioned Christopher and Cornelius.  This is a strong 
indication that Christopher and Cornelius were not 
Peter’s sons but children of another.

1.2 -- Peter's surname was variously spelled Oatyer, Oatyar, 
Etcher and Atcher and his will used both Oatyar and 
Oatyer.16 The land tax records list his name as Atcher 
from 1782 until 1804 and then as Oatyear or Oatyer 
beginning in 1805.17,18

1.3 1 Aug 
1751

Obituary states Peter was born 1 Aug 1751 in New 
Jersey.

Written 80 years after the event and needs supporting 
evidence.  None of his children lived to the 1880 census 
where indirect evidence of his birthplace could be 
found.  Deeds for his earliest land purchases in 
Loudoun, which might reveal his prior home, have not 
been located.  Say he married by age 20-25, which 
implies marriage by 1771-1776.  This is consistent with 
son John’s birth date if Peter was married in 1771.  If 
son John’s birthplace was, in fact, Pennsylvania then 
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Peter was likely married in either New Jersey or 
Pennsylvania – no supporting evidence has been 
located yet.

1.4 20 Jul 
1775

Peter Oatyer first appeared, by himself and not as part 
of another household, in the 1775 tithable tax lists for 
Loudoun County.19

See the listing following this section for all tithable 
records for the surname Oatyer or variant.  The listings 
for 1771-1776 for Peter Acker (and variants) overlap 
those for Peter Oatyer (and variants) for 1775-1784.  
Peter Acker disappeared from Loudoun records after 
1776.  There were other Acker family members in 
Loudoun at the time and there is no indication that 
Peter Acker and Peter Oatyer might have been the 
same person.

Peter Oatyer was likely at least age 21 at the time, 
suggesting a birth date before Jul 1754, which is 
consistent with his obituary.  This is the earliest 
documented appearance of Peter in Virginia.

12 Jul 
1789

John Atcher first appeared in the Loudoun County 
personal property tax lists in the household of Peter 
Atcher in the 2nd battalion.

This indicates John’s birth was between Jul 1772 – Jul 
1773, given that he did not appear in the 1788 list.  
Suggests that Peter was married no later than Oct 1771.

1.5 12 Oct 
1801

Peter was the author of a note to the Loudoun County 
Court, signed by Ann Morgan (her mark).20 This note is 
transcribed:

Ann morgan is willing that her Son alfart Should 
Bee bound to Jacob Caylor and her Son was five 
years old the 16 day of august 1801 She wants him 
bound and is not able to go to cort and Sends 
these few lines to Shew the cort that She is willing 
as witness her hand and Seal this 12 day of 
October 1801

 her
Peter oatyar                      Ann    x     morgan        
[seal]     mark
her name was ann right whin She had alfart
the childs fathars name was beshirs
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By 1801 two of Peter's daughters had married Caylors 
and Christopher Atcher was to marry Rachel 
Brashears in another six years.21 In 1801, Peter was 
willing to help Ann Morgan support her son by placing 
him in his daughter’s household (Catherine, who 
married Jacob Caylor22).  Ann Wright is likely her 
maiden name (there were many Wrights in Loudoun at 
the time) and she had a child out of wedlock in August 
1796.  She must have since married a Morgan (of which 
there were several in Loudoun).  The father of the child 
was of the Brashears family of Loudoun.  There were 
clearly connections between the Oatyers and Brashears 
starting at least in 18o1.  Recall that Susannah Oatyer’s 
daughter married a Jacob Wright of Virginia.23

1.6 c.1820 George Grimes (born 14 Jan 1790) lived in Loudoun 
County and was buried at the Goose Creek Friends 
burying grounds in 1840.  In a family history his son 
stated "My father, George Grimes, being pretty well 
grown, did not accompany the family to Ohio.  After 
leaving his mother's home, he found a friend in the 
person of one Peter Atcher, a wealthy German farmer 
and stock raiser, who was noted particularly as a 
breeder of fine horses.  He remained with him during 
his minority after which he found his way up into 
Loudoun County, and lived among the Friends or 
Quakers.  This was called the Goose Creek Settlement of 
Friends, and the meeting house is about six miles west 
of Leesburg, the county seat of Loudoun County."24

This isn’t proof that Peter Oatyer was German but does 
provide some context of his life.
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